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“ All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.” J.R.R. Tolkien  
 

June 2019   
 
Dear Pines Students, Staff, and Families,   
 
It has been a well-established tradition that our June Book of the Month is dedicated to our fifth grade 
students to serve as a way to inspire them to confidently transition into Hauppauge Middle School while also 
sharing a meaningful story for our K-4 students. Forever or a Day by Sarah Jacoby a story that encourages all of 
us to all examine the role that time plays in our own lives, whether that time is measured or fleeting, this 
story is a gentle reminder about how to live and how to love.  
 
I can think of no better words to share to accompany this letter than the typed text from this book…   
 
If you look closely you can see it.  
You can almost touch it. 
It can be precise, like pouring the first cup of tea, or picking the perfect shoe.  
 
It’s especially clear when you’re late.  
Some people pay a lot of attention to it. Some don’t.  
Sometimes, it’s far, far, away - when you will be old, gazing out at the sea. It is a drumbeat,ba dum, ba dum, ba dum. 
 
Is this what forever feels like?  
 
Sometimes it helps the bus arrive. Sometimes it doesn’t.  
Perhaps it is the twitch of a whisker, or a wildly wagging tail, as quick as a heartbeat skip hello. 
 
The more you try to hold it… the better it hides. 
 
Where does it go? 
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Can we stay longer? 
 
Perhaps it is a ghost - 
 
it can come and go 
and you never even notice it was there. 
 
I’ve shut my eyes, gone to sleep, 
stared at the sun, run backward really fast, but it keeps going. 
 
You cannot hold it. 
You cannot give it to someone 
in exchange for a snack. 
 
We’ve only got what we’ve got. 
 
Whether it’s a drumbeat, a whisker twitch, lost or found -  
 
I love the time I have with you.  
Written by Sarah Jacoby 
 
I’d like to extend my gratitude to the Hauppauge community for all of their support and friendship and wish all of 
our families a summer filled with plenty of big and small moments spent in the company of family and friends!  
  
Sincerely, 
Dr. DiMuzio 

Dr. DiMuzio 
 

 

 
 


